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How To Use This Unit Study

This unit study contains many links, especially to music on YouTube.
Please provide whatever supervision your family feels is necessary. All
links contained here were safe when I linked them, but not all of
YouTube is safe. However, if you print out this unit study, you won’t be
able to access the links and will miss a lot of the learning.

The lessons on fractions (pages 19-21) will need to be printed out,
especially the fraction strips located on page 20. So will The Music Game
on pages 27 to 30. Pages 20 and 28-30 will need to be printed single-
sided as you will need to cut pieces out.

The rest of the unit study can be accessed digitally. Anytime something is
underlined, that’s a link, so make sure you have internet access while
completing that page. Happy learning!

Thank you for respecting the hard work I put into this unit study and not
sharing it with others.

Thank you so much for downloading this unit study! Feel free to print as
many copies of this for your own use as you'd like.

For more resources and freebies, make sure you check out my shop.

Check out my book, Gameschooling on a Budget, for tips and games to play
for less.

Gypsy Gameschooler has been a labor of love for me, but website hosting
gets expensive. I would really appreciate it if you were to click one of my
Amazon Affiliate links before doing your shopping on Amazon.
Amazon Affiliate links don't cost you anything, but Amazon pays me a
small commission. The cookies are only good for 24 hours, but I get
credit no matter what you purchase.

I'm an affiliate for a few other programs. Every penny helps! One day, I
hope to help support my family with my blog, so thank you!

If you want to share this printable with someone else - thank you! Please
just send them to my website so they can purchase it for themselves.
Thanks again!



https://gypsygameschooler.com/shop/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/gameschooling-budget/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/gameschooling-budget/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/
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Music History Overview

Humans have been playing music for a long time, probably far longer than we
have records for. The oldest musical instrument (so far found) is a bone flute
found in Slovenia; it is believed to be over 40,000 years old.

Music was an important part of ancient Egyptian society (c. 3,000 BCE) and
ancient Greece (c. 1,000 BCE). The lyre was a popular instrument in ancient
Greece. Indian classical music dates from 500 BCE and is still played today;
they have many different instruments. The oldest surviving sheet music is
from 1400 BCE: the Hurrian Hymn No. 6. Flutes, lyres, and recorders are some
of the oldest (Western) instruments.

In Western cultures, music is often seen to begin with the Gregorian chants in
the middle ages (500-1400 CE). Gregorian chants use perfect fifths in unison.
Listen to some here. These were used extensively in the Catholic church,
usually in Latin.

1400-1600 With the Renaissance, music began to take off with composers like
Josquin des Prez, Carlo Gesualdo, and Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina. Many
musical instruments like the violin, brass, and woodwind instruments were
invented or further developed. The harpsichord was most likely invented
during the Middle Ages, but was not in widespread use until the Renaissance.

1600-1750 The Baroque period saw an explosion of music we still listen to,
recognize, love, and play today. Bach, Corelli, Telemann, Handel, Pachelbel,
Vivaldi, and Rameau are just some of the famous composers of the day. The
piano was invented during this time, but most music was composed for the
harpsichord instead of the piano-forte.

1750-1820 While any music composed during the Baroque or Romantic
periods is often called “Classical,” 1750-1820 is actually the Classical period.
Mozart, Haydn, and early Beethoven are famous classical composers. The
piano is popular now.

1820-1900 This is the Romantic period. Beethoven’s later pieces are more
romantic than classical, as are Chopin, Liszt, and Wagner. Many woodwinds
and brass instruments are developed and refined during this time. This period
is characterized by intense emotion, individualism, and the supernatural.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFZImNz4BrE
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeQ5KIzPU-sSSz9POxJ7dJTHcqvReXxXB&si=Mzjhk7qavUqLvHvc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrn-3oc_hSrynEyKplE_XW1vOaLi5BXaO&si=eCaUYhSaEICJEkNh
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQS9lncCjvx8ugYJm_G6xAx9ZC9f7GGpf&si=2Hp0Ak1xBctT2ynX
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_qM1lclHDwXIxlaa1jDtslnFCEN846rm&si=tpz0m1gJ8_uRrnhO
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9TxfXBrGcXG2p41Fr8EVu4ipyHYsS3bM&si=zhu_lxmDQ66NdwBG
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhxn6gCsKnEa1DBCggEIi79Xp5soENfUV&si=QC0Okfx0cWRQibCJ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL754B5761772BAA0F&si=upkEK8QqY-XDR8ub
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs2c2qstcHytb_shFD_WkJWGq8fSrIxsu&si=09_5uZ2YCEGAxnai
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC2F0CB5FDFA8110F&si=sinzCT48K6sWMTCl
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoYGtVpq9aIUGmQjY8I0BzjKTxUjsjYmq&si=sJ16QNDu4034sUJN
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlt4xZeez_gk74mAMH_BdJ5wIWK4uCCOz&si=iz4OU9ogE4FpU9M_
https://youtu.be/EmZF3kBZQ6E?si=tGtD4A1TrBKoiW8W
https://youtu.be/ytOL_iszvAE?si=nb9qcc1YOoIeHgaE
https://youtu.be/gT91esZK90I?si=m28ytArwAmafTzUP
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcGkkXtask_eZJFKyaXHtG4D2xxAOtD_a&si=DaI_pa9pLlz5uDia
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL18D36145BE009EDC&si=Tq1OXAuJzO2ReRrM
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO09Th4dLYVlOoVSMlOn5iuiNYXvL2ubp&si=rQ30Sjbv-Ehhg7l2

Modern Music History Overview

Jazz was first developed during the late 19th and early 20th centuries from
African-American communities in and around New Orleans. Jazz remained
popular throughout the 1920s.

Broadway originated in New York City and became popular in the 1920s. This
was before speaking movies, and some musicals were turned into the first
musical films.

Folk songs have been around for a very long time, many brought to the US by
immigrants, but they saw a surge in popularity in the 1930s during the
depression.

The 1930s saw the rise in Swing and Big Band, but they saw a decline in WWII
due to venue sizes.

Traditional Pop was the music between Big Band and Rock-N-Roll, and was
popular during the 1940s. While the vocalist was key, this music did not rely on
vocal improvisation like Jazz did.

Rhythm & Blues (R&B) began in the 1940s and was popular in the 1950s. Like
Jazz, R&B originated in African American communities.

The 1960s saw a rise in British bands. Psychedelic Rock was fueled by the
counterculture movement. Folk music, Motown, and soul music intertwined
with protest and Civil Rights movements.

Rock, Disco, and Punk gained popularity in the 1970s. Rock music split into
progressive rock, hard rock, and glam rock. Funk and soul also thrived.

The 1980s saw MTV revolutionize music with iconic artists like Michael
Jackson, Madonna, and Prince. Synth-driven pop and new wave flourished,
while heavy metal and hip-hop gained mainstream traction. Electronic music
also began shaping the future of dance music.

From the 1990s onward, grunge, hip-hop, and pop dominated, with digital
streaming transforming the industry. The 2000s blended genres like EDM and
rap, while the 2010s saw global artists like BTS and Bad Bunny rise. Today,
social media and streaming shape a diverse, interconnected music scene.



https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7971024A1ED55A4A&si=wADVD8eDT9Z0tETv
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdlBixo5XBf95CqPaEQurJy_X32vee453&si=YbRj1sXzr4KHg45Q
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-Ib9oOPR7OGzYatyE6xqtT8zMysTi0gZ&si=-7YeCHXe3gxPZyMg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmXxqSJJq-yVfPqdjmaZ_qO6gGNOl1vog&si=EvSEIjuI1FKu1QNl
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGBuKfnErZlAGTaM4VCcpOPCUjpQu0HmW&si=Lvzyej23SM9tG5CF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGBuKfnErZlBW_BzlSoeyQ5U_awXswtlb&si=PluEWspbKVimRv98
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRRe_urOjL_94YP_4UorOfxacJWcgO_y2&si=9ggXJZRttDM7vBM4
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLj0YnNI3Umk4g8bK8oawSjM4fBC7FWrY6&si=kVysPPzoizPb_vV5
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWAEPE8BXvEq8JKZgkJa6OHEY7iwgFo_w&si=ooDsR1ZcrmDx9utR
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBA986EF6C0FAA1D9&si=ZbdiKGOgnmqUPC59
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBF29177C5D2545EF&si=YhQRkE_xtAkfJnOc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBF29177C5D2545EF&si=YhQRkE_xtAkfJnOc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMoem4ge8WXi5JtIO1sJ5E4uNQhaomUtU&si=XalLWjNhazD41i-9
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrwXzbX3SWnu1H2yesZA0-28anAKGK6ZE&si=PcRWDKlBmUbZ-JUm
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGBuKfnErZlAKsNDquW0QoEYZle-NMmDL&si=ELA9PYrmKOeYP-4K
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkF8z4_rEiHgaiTjiX6nWkR_GE71a9BlB&si=c_KkX6bygjkpg7xS
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGBuKfnErZlBQRS7AqbpA8N-_qO50ReTr&si=C6lgRCFqvajVkJBc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_mH4Zw4mQVOHrhxZrvsP3dyyzBh0SLoSko&si=CeBQtJiMrpcxYGby
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRVtt5ErX3HpB6aIpeyaZ7V0y7zIpsFTd&si=9uq87sEpCIGtjAf2
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw-VjHDlEOgs658kAHR_LAaILBXb-s6Q5&si=GH72VzQNIX8rV_mj
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMr3qCTSSda7E-kQWT7PR8xP8fDAFRvUF&si=drMgnz-8ahDtWhdE
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1s89zMwwA_2Fe3oOrsnFSUrXGx3RTGfv&si=0B1DCgiOJiWoGfjc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ1OSQyZ28Me2cx7_ZNMAq9cRlw49CUXb&si=WA8VtNr8vehdsf15

Exploring Musical Styles

It is difficult to say for certain what ancient music was like. We have some
musical instruments that have been preserved from ancient times and less
written music. Most likely, it was more variable than we are aware of now.

Gregorian chants were voice-only pieces composed for the Catholic church.
These pieces use parallel fifths moving in unison, and were nearly always in
Latin.

Renaissance music began using instruments again much more heavily. The
harpsichord and hurdy-gurdy were popular during this time.

Baroque music is known for its ornateness. One of the reasons is that the
harpsichord, a popular instrument of the time, could not sustain notes. Trills,
grace notes, and turns were common. The violin of the time had a different
bow that also did not sustain well. The style includes long sixteenth-notes and
short eighth-notes. Opera was developed during this time.

When someone mentions “classical music,” they are usually referring to any
music from the Baroque to the Neoclassical, but the actual classical period was
from 1750-1820. This music featured elegant melodies, dynamic contrasts, and
expanding instrumental music. Gluck, Schubert, and Rossini composed during
the classical period.

Romantic music, characterized by intense emotion and individualism, is found
in Tchaikovsky, Brahms, and Mahler’s compositions.

Impressionism is similar to Romantic music, was popular in the late-19th
century, and focuses on moods and emotions. Claude Debussy, Maurice Ravel,
and Erik Satie composed in the impressionist style.

Neoclassical music is composed in the 20th or 21st century but draws
inspiration from Baroque and Classical music.

Modernism: During the 20th century, many composers felt that everything
that could be done with music had already been done. Minimalism, Serialism,
Atonality, and Aleatoric musics are all responses to this belief and an attempt to
do something new.



https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmYYgfgCkmT-fXfDm0NGj5n2g1lvT4bHs&si=akinF6BtB5QU7Qt6
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrn-3oc_hSryv_22iALSurQ967mI5tPGj&si=gDfXS2yQsEWVjWyw
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcGkkXtask_cjgqiJqTLe3GZlR2MCeeFr&si=mWb5vIaigiXzMEdh
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfjK3WmtgQN6ImG7T9ebeMnRsi5TNjCs6&si=h5DozLDqpVcPq7dw
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO09Th4dLYVlIvoB8xErShIMa2qGD-4Fv&si=wjsmXE_Tq8-Pztju
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL53979BD9F5A17EBE&si=JvFNfEvN_tzkqBHo
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3UZpQL9LIxN65z7QQhLz-X7iL2jeD0bP&si=vtDdPk5mVdD2vYqL
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL39YlvN9EfJ2o_lmTPJN8DAlzZa-FfD4m&si=t-thri4rcVVTW164
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLu37dr4TZek-oPXSHWdsxlkIzbHLPLyg4&si=2wj9TcyWACoaAock
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlcE_5wllnMYNlu6CidOtB3CGNzACKHB4&si=jZ2UkhtIIEQDMPn0

Exploring Modern Musical Styles

Minimalism began in the 1960s with repetition, gradual change, and simple
harmonic structures. Composers like Steve Reich, Philip Glass, and Terry Riley
made hypnotic, meditative music with layered rhythms and steady pulse.

Developed by Arnold Schoenberg in the 1920s, serialism puts all 12 notes into
structured tone rows and avoids traditional harmony. Later expanded by Anton
Webern and Pierre Boulez, it became the dominant force in mid-20th-century
avant-garde music.

Atonality, developed by Schoenberg in the early 20th century, rejects tonality
and creates music with no central key. It was used in expressionist music and
later evolved into serialism and other experimental music.

Aleatoric music, or “chance music,” allows elements of composition or
performance to be determined randomly or left to the performer’s choice.
John Cage popularized this in the 1950s with indeterminate notation and
environmental sounds.

Jazz is an improvisation-driven genre characterized by swing rhythms,
syncopation, and expressive melodies. It spans various styles, from the
energetic brass of Dixieland to the complex harmonies of bebop and the
smooth, atmospheric sounds of cool jazz.

Musicals blend spoken dialogue, song, and dance to tell dramatic or comedic
stories, often featuring memorable melodies and grand orchestrations.
Broadway productions showcase diverse styles, from classical-influenced
scores to rock and pop-inspired numbers.

Folk music is rooted in storytelling and simple, often acoustic instrumentation,
reflecting cultural traditions and social themes. Its melodies are typically
straightforward, passed down through generations, and adapted over time.

Swing and big band music emphasize rhythmic drive, brass-heavy
arrangements, and lively, danceable beats. Led by bandleaders like Duke
Ellington and Benny Goodman, this style features bold instrumentation, call-
and-response sections, and vibrant improvisation.



https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRcJsAii1ypPV_bz1I3IhcoxPYlKgDpsk&si=qHU8SK5PCpnO4rn5
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLB04wk6EqLPn_uz34qzbecqW5eW43W2g5&si=BiWIYau3o2mfLEA0
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLACE49B176098C74B&si=CRgtKWgGm17T58or
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJK3AyXxZ68W0qaWexb165IVIo2FuvVX-&si=whMO7sup2WyLgGPj
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1IXBSY4jc2u_DXxNR0o_RPdcIAFzzamq&si=AbPEuD9gh6fgaiDa
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1IXBSY4jc2u_DXxNR0o_RPdcIAFzzamq&si=AbPEuD9gh6fgaiDa
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXuiIsVnD8V0rQWfTf7Yj9k0puT95oxbx&si=FreMJZ_az46T69zg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4uUU2x5ZgR2K1xTefI_spEUm3-G8nMCM&si=GBICrdDX4j0rov0k
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLe7LCq9icNS0xQtravEtcyekO9OAbZRpE&si=guqOWRm759tAfuo5
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcbZsrmlXdIBLIo74dGaDvF5s19yLuyKa&si=rb4fjVtH5WA-cgRF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcbZsrmlXdIBLIo74dGaDvF5s19yLuyKa&si=rb4fjVtH5WA-cgRF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD9CAA39E6DB9CCC3&si=2SPuSZKf9jjC6Vi9

Exploring Modern Musical Styles, pg 2

Traditional pop is defined by lush orchestration, smooth vocals, and elegant
melodies, often with romantic or sentimental themes. Popular in the mid-20th
century, artists like Frank Sinatra and Nat King Cole set the standard with
polished, sophisticated performances.

Rhythm and Blues (R&B) combines blues-influenced melodies with strong
rhythms, soulful vocals, and groove-heavy instrumentation. Originally rooted
in African American music, it evolved into a dynamic genre incorporating
funk, rock, and later hip-hop influences.

Rock & Roll is a high-energy genre driven by electric guitars, strong backbeats,
and catchy melodies. Fusing blues, country, and R&B, it features rebellious
themes and dynamic performances that emphasize rhythm and attitude.

Electronic music relies on synthesizers, drum machines, and digital
production to create atmospheric, rhythmic, or experimental sounds. It spans
various styles, from ambient and techno to house and EDM, often emphasizing
repetitive beats and evolving textures.

Listening Recommendations

Ancient Music Romantic Atonality Traditional Pop

Gregorian Chants Impressionism Aleatoric Rhythm & Blues

Renaissance Neoclassical Jazz Rock-N-Roll

Baroque Modernism Musicals Electronic

Opera Minimalism Folk Songs Movie Music

Classical Serialism Swing and Big Band World Music

Deep Diving into History and Geography

If there are any styles of music that your student shows interest in, they can use
them as an avenue to further explore the history and geography that led to
them. What else was going on in the world and local area at the time?
Alternatively, music can be integrated into traditional history and geography.



https://youtu.be/QpxN2VXPMLc?si=nfk8m3KQM_1irmMT
https://youtu.be/HFZImNz4BrE?si=vwgIdGqNS5CvwuCJ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA5195502B04FFBBC&si=bz48nnhmaBQXzMJB
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLp7pAH9am84PWy7pcQDmQBZCZ0xMXFtCS&si=A_4XtZ1ixt9b_OfV
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDBt7LIJrBCVjfCZnQxBqnMtQ74IJW0uT&si=BxUhyhRI-Io6_S1F
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvDi2xoQeKlluYVG1mXo3-MqIvCwbQ_T0&si=7nRFx0HWPJlPrsQm
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZSHe_0xk6Mg0Oz8CYswTvHwZ0JrLG-KC&si=2cc13V2IMAs4gFxe
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCqPlHY-FTh_Jrl9HacH2YOBFZRmDHJYG&si=s-wKBYYaLTNNCVsF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxx3Mzesx6H2nQ4VAJefLVLcLi0sJzeAP&si=nmUmpwzLiG-cyAaa
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEdkkqpWbnCPA09Zs3aQEwju0sDZeiNMm&si=lhcd2yk6CqGehz0M
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCJ96FurPOpOBITt3UUS1nY2z2mwqvvny&si=5q7vZzG83wxlMJO8
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOHewpQi4lOQZKtjcVnSHLGVWk8pUTeA6&si=ByvO25m2K9VqlihL
https://youtu.be/oJg4XbzSV9Q?si=s0o0FyxKVHe4jogo
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5pa3kdRzhtMDigUpUZxqc1hTTVEeXNLx&si=aOqt-0vsedUT-nll
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8F6B0753B2CCA128&si=wuQt05XUAPGztblp
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6rfTXx-6y2U9LPalxmyWb4Z9_YDomxfs&si=LsjbnSi0Oh59KE4R
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwNv9Hhd8gZiXY7xzjB52n-KEkODT_ZIc&si=AiL_0fcPbZ8FOlBc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF4noIcOSXnvuluLjMOCElbMUXTIzXxqc&si=c9GvyZ4LXZFcqPxW
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaqKP3Aux21mY-JstO97dcYb669Q2HbA5&si=6SPXxoFjM19JcgUD
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF4EF0D26157C4445&si=auAhlmLw9nptEiH1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAgnJDJN4VA&list=RDQMTzwhKrmA7ak&start_radio=1
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7wr9BYcCCyNb0IhqqebdLEMkklMSOttA&si=jsRa1Bp7ghuMXGuu
https://classicalking.org/show/score
https://radio.garden/visit/harare/DJvMUXEV
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYUQ0llEkr97faZ6SKiH67TdHIg3kP9hv&si=-NBtkgbrYVZqVLQn
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6law6Uk-M4EjSzCvC3DQKZXxCPBtY4IK&si=mAoc_7_6V-OshO3-

Combining Music and Art

Bring out art supplies and have your child(ren) explore and create as they see
fit while listening to music. Any art medium may be used; drawing, painting,
coloring, clay, fiber arts, dancing; even writing can be done while listening to
music (especially instrumental music that does not include words).

What does the music make them feel? How are they expressing this feeling in
their art? What colors does the music remind them of? What ideas? Does the
music tell a story? Does it make them think of characters?

Some examples of combining music and art:

Fantasia (paid link at no cost to you; clips are available on YouTube)
Lieutenant Kije (Prokofiev; Neoclassical, 1891-1953, composed 1934)

Peter and the Wolf (Prokofiev, composed 1936) (Narrated and illustrated
version)

Carnival of the Animals (Saint-Saens; Romantic, 1835-1921, composed in 1886)
(Carnival of the Animals was composed as a ballet; this is an excellent example
of combining music and dance.)

Fantasia is an excellent example of how we can use music to inspire other art
forms. The other three pieces were written with specific stories or characters in
mind. Have your student first create their interpretation, then share the story
with them.

Finally, you can introduce your child to art produced during each period while
listening to the music.

Lieutenant Kije, Prokofiev

The story told is that in St. Petersburg in 1800 during the reign of Emperor
Paul I of Russia, a clerical error was made. In order to cover up this error, the
fictional Lt. Kije was created. This piece tells the story of this soldier’s birth,
romance, wedding, Troika (sleigh ride), and burial.

Prokofiev’s suite was adapted from music he wrote for a film of the same name
which was itself based on a novella by Yury Tynyanov. The original version
appeared in Vladimir Dahl’s Stories of the Time of Paul I, apparently reported as
told by his father Jochan Christian von Dahl. While it may not have actually
happened, it’s an amusing story and wonderful music.



https://amzn.to/41e7zrq
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=fantasia+disney
https://youtu.be/YbaY7p5ahZo?si=hFqoP7-Cj0ZG_dze
https://youtu.be/i64uy6IfaeU?si=FQErruNabwRhZuCz
https://youtu.be/Va8Uz6MoKLg?si=EOp7-SFxI3SB4U4R
https://youtu.be/Va8Uz6MoKLg?si=EOp7-SFxI3SB4U4R
https://youtu.be/IVnhChiJ7i8?si=5nwjiLJIj9iWka7b
https://youtu.be/1x-iT88hYOc?si=tr1MyEfl70SUT43U

Science of Music

There are four main elements of music. Pitch, rhythm, tone, and dynamics. We
will cover rhythm later, when we cover the math in music.

Pitch refers to how high or low the note is. This is determined by the frequency
of vibrations. Slower vibrations produce lower notes, and faster vibrations
produce higher notes. On stringed instruments, strings with longer lengths and
larger diameters produce lower notes. You can raise the pitch by shortening the
string. In woodwinds, a longer tube produces slower vibrations and lower notes.

Tone refers to the quality of the sound. This is impacted by the materials used
and the size and shape of resonating chambers.

Dynamics refer to the loudness of the music. The larger the waves (amplitude),
the louder the sound.

Sound is a type of wave. Not quite the same as an ocean wave, but close. This
unit on Khan Academy has good explanations, as does this website. Crash
Course has a fantastic video on waves, one on sound, and one specifically on
music.

Wavelength

Amplitude

This sine graph was used to create this image. This image, and only this image, may be shared freely.

Amplitude is the distance from the top (peak) of the wave or the bottom
(trough) to the middle. The wavelength is from peak to peak or trough to
trough.

If you halve the length of a string, the wavelength will halve as well (doubling
the frequency). This is what happens with harmonics on a string instrument. A
harmonic is an octave higher than the unaltered string, and is made by placing
your finger halfway along the string (effectively halving the length).



https://www.khanacademy.org/science/ms-physics/x1baed5db7c1bb50b:waves
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/kpupsyc1100/chapter/waves-and-wavelengths/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfYCnOvNnFU&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtN0ge7yDk_UA0ldZJdhwkoV&index=18&ab_channel=CrashCourse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qV4lR9EWGlY&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtN0ge7yDk_UA0ldZJdhwkoV&index=19&ab_channel=CrashCourse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDsk6tZX55g&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtN0ge7yDk_UA0ldZJdhwkoV&index=20&ab_channel=CrashCourse
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Figure-sine-graph-winston.png
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The tone of an instrument (or voice) is heavily influenced by the material that
is vibrating. Many cheaper woodwinds are made of plastic for their durability,
but many claim that wood instruments have a better quality sound.

Woodwinds may be made of grenadilla, rosewood, or boxwood (among others).
The strings family are often made of maple and spruce with ebony fittings and
inlay. Violin bows are traditionally made of pernambuco (Paubrasilia echinata),
which is endangered. The species is native to the rainforests of Brazil. However,
modern bows are often made of brazilwood or carbon fiber. Cheap bows can
be made from cherry wood or fiberglass.

Other instruments can be made from various kinds of metals. Often, the
mouthpiece is made from a higher-quality metal than the body.

With all these different materials available and used, there are many factors to
take into consideration. Dense woods like grenadilla, ebony, and pernambuco
are prized for the improved results. However, using these woods for musical
instruments can put their continued existence at risk.

What are the environmental implications of using different materials? We all
know how terrible plastics are for the environment, but is that worse than using
wood from an endangered species? Mining metal ore and smelting have
environmental impacts, too. These are tough questions with no certain answers,
but they deserve exploration.

Dynamics and tone are also impacted by the size and shape of the resonating
chamber. In order for sound to reach our ears, we need to make the air vibrate.
These vibrations are amplified with a resonating chamber. Vocalists are taught
to form different shapes while keeping their tongue and jaw relaxed for the
best sound. Woodwinds and brass instruments have some sort of a tube that the
air can vibrate in. Stringed instruments have a hollow body.

A larger resonating cavity will allow a louder sound to be produced.
Remember, larger waves (amplitude) mean bigger sounds.

We will dive into these principles more when we make our own musical
instruments.




Languages Within Music

The study of Western music encompasses several different languages.
Historically (Middle Ages into the Renaissance), Latin was the primary language
used. However, as time progressed, other languages found their way into
Western music, especially Italian.

Before we can get into what different words mean, we need to cover Italian
pronunciation. Italian is much easier to pronounce words because the rules are
consistent and you are already familiar with many Italian words (pizza or
lasagna, anyone?).

Vowels: a says ah, e says a (like in made), i says e (like in pzzza), o says its name,
and u says ooh.

Soft consonants: If an e or i follow, c says ¢k, g saysj. If an h comes after, then
they say k£ and g (if something else or nothing comes after, they get the hard
sound).

Dynamics: In Western music, dynamics range from pianissimo (pp), or very
soft, to fortissimo (ff), or very loud. Piano (p) means soft, mezzo piano (mp)
means medium soft, mezzo forte (mf) means medium loud, and forte (f) means
loud. Composers will sometimes add extra ps or fs to indicate even softer or
louder sounds. Crescendo means to get louder while decrescendo or diminuendo
mean to get softer. All of these words are Italian.

Tempos: Tempo refers to the speed of music, designated by beats per minute.
Grave, serious, up to 39 BPM
Largo, wide, 40-59 BPM

Larghetto, a little wide, 60-65 BPM
Adagio, slowly, 66-75 BPM
Andante, walking, 76-89 BPM
Moderato, moderate, 90-104 BPM
Allegretto, 105-114 BPM

Allegro, cheerful, 115-129 BPM
Vivace, lively, 130-167 BPM

Presto, fast, 168-199 BPM
Prestissimo, very fast, 200+ BPM
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Musicians use a wide variety of other words to indicate how something should
be played. Here are some of the words commonly used (all Italian!):

accelerando, speed up
accent, emphasis

arco, bowed

arpeggio, played like a harp
cantabile, singing

coda, a tail

con, with

dal segno al fine (D.S. al fine), from the sign to the end
divisi, divided

dolce, sweet

espressivo, expressive

fine, end

glissando, slide

grandioso, grand, solemn
marcato, marked

martellato, hammered
meno, less

molto, very

pastorale, peaceful
pizzicato, plucked

poco, little

portamento, carrying (sliding between notes with pauses)
prima, first

ritardando, slow down
rubato, robbed (flexible in tempo)
scherzando, playfully
scherzo, fast triple meter
sempre, always

senza, without

simile, same

solo, only (1 musician)
staccato, short

tenuto, held

Other languages that are common in Western music include German and
French. Some composers (like Mahler) are known for mostly including words
from their own language (in Mahler’s case, German).




Music Theory

Music has two main components: pitch and rhythm.

The Staff

Before we can discuss pitch, we must first discuss the musical staff. Most
western music is written on the staff and has a clef, key signature, and time
signature. The five horizontal lines are the staff.

—4

4

Key Time
Treble  gjgnature
Clef

The Clef

The treble clef is also called the G clef because it circles around the G (the line
that is second from the bottom). The bass (pronounced “base”) clef is also called
the F clef because the two dots are on either side of the line for F. There are
other clefs, but these are the most common.

The clef determines what notes are present. Without a clef, you can’t actually
know what notes to play.

The Key Signature

The key signature is located at the beginning of every line of the music. It can
be comprised of nothing (key of C Major or a minor; all white keys on the
piano), up to 7 sharps (&), or up to 7 flats (). Key signatures can not contain
both sharps and flats. They also always occur in the same order.

Sharps raise a note by a 1/2-step, while flats lower a note by a 1/2-step. You can
also have extra sharps, flats, or naturals (i) within the music, called accidentals.

We will cover the time signature later, when we cover rhythms.
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Notes

We use the first 7 letters of the alphabet to create the musical alphabet: AB C D
E F G. When we get to G, we just start over again with A. Notes farther down
the staff have a lower pitch than notes higher up the staff. Notes are described
as lines or spaces.

In the treble clef, the lines are E G B D F and spaces are F A C E. There are
many mnemonics to help you remember; my usual is “Every Good Boy
Deserves Fudge” and “space rhymes with FACE.”

In bass clef, the lines are G B D F A and spaces are A C E G. The mnemonics I
use are Good Boys Deserve Fudge Always and ACE-G. However, the notes on
bass clef are lower than treble clef, by about 2 octaves (we’ll cover those in a
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Did you notice where the G is in treble clef, and the F in bass clef? These notes
are how these clefs get their names of G-clef and F-clef, respectively.

Notes can also be written on a double, or grand staff. This is very common in
piano music. A 3-octave C Major scale (remember, this is the one on all white
keys) is on the next page. Watch this video to hear the C Major scale while
watching it on the sheet music and the piano keys. Did you notice how the
notes further down the staff are lower than those higher up on the staff? Or
how much lower the bass clef notes were than the treble clef notes?

What about middle C? Middle C is the 8th and the 36th note in the following
scale. Do you see how it’s written on the treble clef staff on the way up the scale
but on the bass clef staff on the way down? Both notes are the same.



https://youtu.be/73p6Z6G8sEc
https://youtu.be/73p6Z6G8sEc
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I promised we’d go over octaves. Remember how I said that after you get to G
in the musical alphabet, you just start over again? Well, an octave is the distance
between two notes with the same name. So in our three-octave scale above, we
have four Cs: the 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd notes (on the way up; there are
another three Cs on the way down: the 29th, 36th, and last notes).

There are three different octaves of every other note above. Can you find
some?

Remember when we discussed the physics of sound, and how when you make a
note that is an octave higher than the one below, you are just cutting the string
length in half and doubling the frequency?
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Intervals

Just one more concept with notes and pitch before we move on to rhythms.
The interval is the distance between 2 pitches. These can be measured in half or
whole steps. A half step is when two keys touch on the piano, without any keys
in between. A whole step is when there is one key in between.

Additionally, intervals can be given numbers. These work sort of like
subtraction, except you count both the top and bottom note (and you’re using
letter names, not numbers).
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Second  Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth
(octave)

Rhythm

Rhythm refers to how long a note is held for. Let’s go over some common
rhythms in 4/4 time:

QO whole note = 4 beats -=— whole rest = 4 beats
d half note = 2 beats —m_half rest = 2 beats
J quarter note = 1 beat ¢ quarter rest = 1 beat
J eighth note = 1/2 beat Y eighth rest = 1/2 beat
&N sixteenth note = 1/4 beat 7 sixteenth rest = 1/4 beat

Flagged notes (eighth notes, sixteenth notes, etc.) can also be barred together.
So you might see 2 eighth notes like this: ﬂ

Whole notes and whole rests are kind of tricky, because they always just take up
the full measure. (A measure is the space between two vertical lines on the staff;
we’ll get into this more in a bit.) So, above it says they each get 4 beats, because
they do in 4/4 time. But if you're in a different time signature, their beats will
change.

Notes and rests can also be dotted. A dot gets half the value of whatever it
follows. So a dotted half note will get 3 beats in 4/4 time: 2 beats for the half
note, plus 1 beat for the dot.
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Time Signatures and Measures

Remember the time signature, those two numbers at the beginning of a piece?

The top number indicates how many beats are in a measure, while the bottom
number indicates what kind of note (what rhythm) gets one beat. It may be
tempting to think of the time signature like a fraction, but don’t; they’re not the
same.

The most common time signature is 4/4 time, so it is also known as common
time. You might see it represented with a big C at the beginning of the music
where the time signature is.
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Beats: 1 234 1234 1234 1 4

There are several other key signatures:

2 _ 2 Dbeats per measure

6 6 beats per measure
quarter note gets the beat 8

2

2

- eighth note gets the beat
_ 2 Dbeats per measure
~ half note gets the beat

4
3 __ 3 beats per measure
4  quarter note gets the beat

There are even more, but this gives you a good overview. Oftentimes, time
signatures like 3/8, 6/8, and 9/8 time might actually be faster and feltin 1, 2, or
3, respectively. This would mean that the dotted quarter note feels like it gets 1
beat.

One last concept: measures. In our example above, we have 4 measures. In our
C Major scale, we have 43 measures. Measures are just a way of dividing the
music to make it easier to read and find your place.

But wait! That can’t be everything to music theory, can it?!? Of course not!
Music theory is a vast field and this is just to get you a taste. For a more
comprehensive music theory education, I recommend the Master Theory
series (paid link).



https://amzn.to/4kiWjTD
https://amzn.to/4kiWjTD

Fractions

Fractions are super cool and fun, and what is even cooler is that we can think of
fractions in terms of rhythms!

Let’s set 1 measure in common (4/4) time to be equal to 1. This means that our
whole, half, quarter, eighth, and sixteenth notes are all named appropriately.

However, how much of a measure is a dotted half note, a dotted quarter note,
or a dotted eighth note? Cut out the strips on the next page to help you fill out
this page. If it helps you, you can color each rhythm a different color. After
cutting them out, play around with them a little to see how different rhythms
fit together. (Tip: If you laminate them, they will last a long time and you can
use them with other worksheets and fractions practice, too!)

How many of each note fits inside 1 whole note?

d_J_ > A

How many of each note fits inside 1 dotted half note?

I I I N

How many of each note fits inside 1 dotted quarter note?

by

What fraction is each note worth if a whole note is 1?

N R R R
» b X

Provide 3 alternate rhythms that add up to each shown rhythm with their
corresponding fractions:

O

J
8
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After each rhythm combination, write the fraction addition problem and
answer:

1 INPIR
Iy ) d.

J. ) ddJ

d o 2 R

Rewrite the following subtraction problems (using rhythms) in fractions and
include their answers, in fraction and rhythm form:

C

C

Multiplying fractions by fractions can be represented by folding the rhythms
strips. For example: - x £ =2 = | x & = | can be shown by folding a

half note in quarters and seeing how much 3 of those quarters equals. Use the
fraction strips to solve the following equations:

1 438 - 3 .1
4 4 8 2

3 x 1
4 2

There is another type of rhythm, called a triplet, that looks like 3 eighth notes
barred together (with a small 8 over their top). Altogether, they get one beat.
What fraction of a 4/4 measure do they each get?

For even more fractions practice, download a copy of Pizza Parlor.



https://gypsygameschooler.com/pizza-parlor-download/

Instrument Families

Instruments can be broken up into several different families.

Begin this lesson by listening to Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the
Orchestra. I have a copy on CD that I love, narrated by Sean Connery, but this
is a fantastic YouTube video that labels each section. Since it’s a video, you are
able to see many orchestral instruments.

Britten begins with the winds. This section is often called the woodwinds, but
flutes, a prominent member, are almost always made of metal. Most people are
familiar with the standard C flute, but did you know there are flutes that go
higher and lower? Piccolos are also well-known (they’re the small, very high
ones), but there are also alto, bass, and contra-bass flutes!

flute piccolo
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Most of the rest of the woodwind section is composed of reed instruments.

Clarinets, bass clarinets, and saxophones have a single reed, while oboes,
bassoons, and English horns have a double reed. These reeds provide the

vibration so the instrument makes sound.

Jo
bass
clarinet

Saxophones are usually not present in the symphony orchestra but are
common members of bands. Recorders are not often included in the
symphony orchestra, but there are concertos written for them. They were
popular during the Baroque period and are underappreciated today.

recorder

saxophone



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbVRn3q3fEw&ab_channel=MusicAppreciation-Full
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbVRn3q3fEw&ab_channel=MusicAppreciation-Full
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hggISFswKcw&ab_channel=HochrheinMusikfestivalProductions
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbVRn3q3fEw&ab_channel=MusicAppreciation-Full
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbVRn3q3fEw&ab_channel=MusicAppreciation-Full
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hggISFswKcw&ab_channel=HochrheinMusikfestivalProductions
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Next up in Britten’s exploration of the symphony orchestra is the brass. These
instruments are all made from metal (though not necessarily brass) and have a
mouthpiece that vibrates to provide the sound. Trumpets are higher and have
three valves. Trombones are lower and have a slide to change the tube length.
French horns are wrapped around in a circle. Again, there are higher and lower

versions of most of these instruments.
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horn
Tubas are not typically in a symphony orchestra but are popular in marching
bands. Euphoniums are the concert band equivalent and sit in the player’s lap.

euphonium

Britten covers strings next. The stringed instruments of the symphony
orchestra all follow the same plan. Violins are the highest, and there are usually
two different violin parts. Violas look very similar to violins but are lower by a
fifth. Cellos sit on the ground, in between the player’s legs. Lowest of all strings
are the basses, which a player must stand or sit on a tall stool to play. Harps are

sometimes included in the symphony orchestra.
A string
violin J bass

Not included in the symphony orchestra are guitars, banjos, and ukeleles.
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Finally, Britten covers percussion. This section varies wildly. Timpani are
common, as are gongs, bass drums, and snares. Mallet instruments like
vibraphones and marimba as well as triangles and chimes are also included. A
percussionist must be competent on dozens of instruments, be able to learn
new ones quickly, and have impeccable rhythm. Each score (sheet music) will
require different instruments, so percussionists must also have access to many
instruments (sometimes they are owned by the orchestra, though).

There are many other instruments used in different musical genres and from
around the world.




The piano is both a percussion and a string instrument. When you press a key
on a non-digital piano, it causes a hammer to hit the corresponding string,
making the sound. However, they are one of the most common instruments
and probably the easiest to discuss notes, intervals, sharps, and flats with.

Even musicians who don’t play piano can generally find a few notes or even

scales on the piano. An electric piano always stays in tune so is useful to check
your intonation with.

E# GH#H A#
Ab [ Bb K6l
F E} A |B

Our piano here has 2 octaves. As we discussed before, if you are in the key of C
Major (no sharps or flats), you will only use the white keys. Notes on the left
side of the keyboard are lower, and notes on the right side are higher.

Sharps raise a note by a 1/2-step, while flats lower them by 1/2-step. As you can
see, every note can be called different things, which is important in more
advanced theory.

On the piano, a 1/2-step is when 2 keys touch without any other keys between
them. So even though C and D touch, there is a black key between them, so
they’re a whole step apart.

Play around on this virtual piano. Can you play a C Major scale? How about a
song?



https://virtualpiano.net/

Suggested Activities

Create a large world history timeline and include musical eras and major
events. How do they influence each other?

Try your hand at composing a piece using serialism. There are 12 tones within
an octave (A, A#, B, C, C#, D, D#, E, F, F#, G, G#). Arrange them randomly (I
like using this randomizer), then use a notation editing software (MuseScore is
free, but there are many others) to enter them in. You can use a variety of
octaves and rhythms. Many will allow you to play it back so you can hear what
your creation sounds like.

Try listening to a new kind of music every day or week.

Pick a new location each day or week, listen to their music on Radio Garden,
and learn about that place.

Pick a style, era, composer, or piece of music and write about it. It could be
persuasive, informative, or creative writing. Grading rubrics are included at the
end of the unit study.

Games

The following games will help cement your music knowledge:

Go Composer is similar to Go Fish, but you're creating storylines for each of 13
famous composers.

Measure Up and Dominotes provide great rhythm (and therefore fractions!)
practice.

Compose Yourself allows anyone to compose their own music!

Check out The Music Game on the next page! I first created this game for my
private violin students many years ago.

Don’t forget your copies of the music history scavenger hunt, composers
scavenger hunt, musical forms scavenger hunt, and music theory escape room!



https://randomwordgenerator.com/list.php
https://musescore.org/en
https://radio.garden/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/go-composer/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/measure-up/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/dominotes/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/compose-yourself/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/music-history-scavenger-hunt/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/composers-mini-scavenger-hunt/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/composers-mini-scavenger-hunt/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/musical-forms/
https://gypsygameschooler.com/music-theory-escape-room/
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Name the note!

)

Scale Time!
Play on 8ing, a 1-actaue Scale

Name the note!

Name the note!

o) -

Name the musical symbol! Clap the rhythm! Clap the rhythm!
J.v Ry Y4
Name the musical symbol! Clap the rhythm! Clap the rhythm!
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Name the instrument

7

Name the musical era!
Tame ane thing geing en during this time
peniod,
1980s

Name the musical era!
Tlame ane thing geing en during this time
peniod,
1940s

Name the musical symbol!

Name the musical era!

Compose a Ditty! b 7lame one thing, gaing 6n, duning this time
Play on 8ing o shont Seng yow made up peniod,
1960s
Name the interval! Name the interval!
Performance! -
Play, on 8ing a 8hant song, %
(@)

Name the instrument!

C 2

Name the interval!

Name the interval!

E=S

Name the instrument!

[ D
— s

Name the note!

Name the note!

D

Scale Time!
Play on 8ing, a 1-actaue Scale

Name the note!

Name the note!

)

Name the musical symbol! Clap the rhythm' Clap the rhythm!
Name the musical symbol! Clap the rhythm! Clap the rhythm!

]
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Make Your Own Instruments

You can make your own instruments, too!

As we have learned, humans have been making music for a very long time! All
you need is something you can use to vibrate the air. Here are some ideas.
Remember to take notes and only adjust one variable at a time.

Drums: buckets and coffee cans make great drums, especially if you can
remove both ends so you are only left with a cylinder. Then you can stretch a
piece of fabric tightly over one end. Traditionally, drums have used leather
secured over a wood frame, but experiment with different materials and
methods of securing the material. Try using your hand and then use a stick.
How does the sound change?

Stringed Instruments: As a child, I spent many an afternoon with a shoebox
and a handful of rubber bands, carefully creating my own “violin.” Experiment
with different sizes of rubber bands, thick and thin. How do the different
rubber bands make different sounds? Experiment with modifying your
cardboard box to see if you can change the sound. Do you have a wooden box
you can use (ask your parents before you modify it)?

Wind Instruments: All you need is a tube that can vibrate the air. Blowing over
the top of a soda bottle, gently clamping down a straw and blowing through,
even clamping a couple pieces of grass between your hands and blowing
through them - these can all work! Some people are even able to use their
hands as an instrument. Pan pipes are just a row of pipes of different lengths
that you blow over the top of. How can you get different pitches from these
instruments?

Your Voice: Our voices are likely our oldest instruments. Some people even
excel at mimicking percussion or other instruments. Can you beatbox? Or
maybe you've heard of acapella music? Acapella groups are voice-only groups,
even though they often sound like they have instruments.

Experiment with different ways to get different sounds. How can you make
higher or lower pitches? How can you make a louder instrument? Can you play
a simple song? Try getting your friends or family together with your
homemade instruments and put on a concert for your neighborhood!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVsIecuNPP4&ab_channel=BEATPELLAHOUSE
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3oW2tjiIxvTJNPIrJmGJN9zhe2wIiXzt

Writing Assignments

Pick any musical era, genre, composer, musician, instrument, piece
of music, related historical event, or anything else related and write
about it. You can write an informative paper about your chosen
topic, a short story, or maybe a persuasive paper expressing an
opinion.

Creative Writing Brainstorming

The next page is for brainstorming and developing elements of a
story. Use it to help get your ideas organized and fleshed out before
writing your storyy.

Writing an Outline

1.Pick a topic

2.Choose your three main points.

3.These three main points go under the Introduction a., b., and c.
and under the Conclusion a., b., and c.

4.Also write these three main points at 2., 3., and 4.

5.Find three supporting points for each of your main points, and
place them at a., b., and c. under 2., 3., and 4.

Using Your Outline

Each of your main number points (1., 2., 3., 4., and 5.) is a separate
paragraph. Each of your subpoints (a., b., and c.) should be one
sentence. When you are finished fleshing out your outline into your
full essay, each paragraph will be 3-5 sentences long.




Creative Writing Brainstorming

Character Descriptions:

Setting Description:

Challenge or Problem:

Resolution:




Essay Topic:

1.Introduction

a.

b.

b.

C.

5.Conclusion




Subjects Covered

Throughout this unit study, your student has covered:

Math: Fractions, music theory

Science: Physics, ecology, making their own instruments

Reading: Music history, styles of music, music theory

Writing: Suggested activities, Writing Assignments

History: Music history, styles of music

Languages: [talian

Geography: Suggested activities, Deep dive into geography

Art: Combining music and art, making their own instruments

P.E.: Combining music and art




Grading Rubrics

What your child produces will depend on their capabilities. Use this as a rough
guide, but don’t be afraid to modify it to meet your child’s needs.

Early Elementary
e Very basic; write 1-2 sentences OR
« Dictate a more complicated story/essay to parents that you, the parent,

writes down
e Correct mechanics with your child.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, and grammar

Late Elementary

Length

Organization

Mechanics

Content

4
points

3+ paragraphs;
4-5 sentences/
paragraph

There is an
introduction,
body, and
conclusion

Up to 2
mechanical
errors

The topic is clearly
defined and there
are 3 or more
supporting points

3
points

3 paragraphs, 3
sentences/
paragraph

There is a clear
beginning,
middle, and
end

3-5
mechanical
errors

The topic is defined
and there are 2-3
supporting points

2
points

2 paragraphs,
2-3 sentences/
paragraph

There is some
organization of
supporting
points

6-10
mechanical
errors

The topic is loosely
defined and there
are 1-2 supporting
points

1 paragraph, 3
sentences/
paragraph

There is little
organization

More than 10
mechanical
errors

The topic is barely
defined with little or
no supporting
points




Grading Rubric

What your child produces will depend on their capabilities. Use this as a rough
guide, but don’t be afraid to modify it to meet your child’s needs.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, and grammar

Middle School

Length

Organization

Mechanics

Content

Style

5
paragraphs;
5 sentences/
paragraph

There is an
introduction,
3 body
paragraphs,
and
conclusion

Up to 2
mechanical
errors

The topic is clearly
defined and there
are 3 or more
supporting points

Clear voice
and style,
consistent
throughout

4
paragraphs,
4 sentences/
paragraph

There is a
clear
beginning,
middle, and
end

3-5
mechanical
errors

The topic is
defined and there
are 2-3 supporting
points

Voice and
style is
mostly
consistent

3
paragraphs,
3 sentences/
paragraph

There is
some
organization
of supporting
points

6-10
mechanical
errors

The topic is loosely
defined and there
are 1-2 supporting
points

Voice or
style is
somewhat
present

2
paragraphs,
3 sentences/
paragraph

There is little
organization

More than
10
mechanical
errors

The topic is barely
defined with little
or no supporting
points

Voice and
style are
not
developed




Grading Rubric

What your child produces will depend on their capabilities. Use this as a rough
guide, but don’t be afraid to modify it to meet your child’s needs.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, and grammar

High School

Length Organization Mechanics Content Style

There is an The topic is clearly

1-3 pages, 7+ | introduction, 5+ Upto2 . defined and there Clear voice and
aragraphs |body paragraphs mechanical are 5 or more main style, consistent
P ’ throughout

. errors . .
and conclusion supporting points

5 There is a clear . The topic is defined | Voice and style
paragraphs, . 3-5 mechanical .

beginning, and there are 4 is mostly
5 sentences/

. errors . . .
paragraph middle, and end supporting points consistent

4 Supporting ) The topic is loosely . .
paragraphs, |points are mostly fni(c)hanical defined and there ;Orlrf;\(’)}z;ttyle 18
4 sentences/ |organized into are 3 supporting consistent

paragraph paragraphs crrors points

3 There is some The topic is loosely . .
L More than 10 . Voice or style is
paragraphs, |organization of . defined and there
. mechanical . somewhat
3 sentences/ | supporting are 1-2 supporting present

. errors .
paragraph points points




